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R a p i d  R e c a p :  C H I C A G O  B E A R S  

A breakout performance by the offense and another stifling effort by the defense led the Bears to a dominant 36-
10 win over the Panthers Sunday at Soldier Field.
After Carolina had taken a 7-0 lead on Chuba Hubbard's 38-yard touchdown run midway through the first quarter,
the Bears scored 30 unanswered points, taking leads of 27-7 at halftime and 30-7 midway through the third
quarter.
The Bears were balanced on offense for the second straight game. Caleb Williams completed 20 of 29 passes for
304 yards with two touchdowns, no turnovers and a 126.2 passer rating. D'Andre Swift rushed for 73 yards and one
TD on 21 attempts and caught two passes for 47 yards. DJ Moore had five receptions for 105 yards, including two
TD receptions of 34 and 30 yards.
"I was pleased with the offense, the way they operated," said coach Matt Eberflus. "Quarterback was clean; took
one sack and had a quarterback rating of 126. That's good quarterbacking, it just is. It's finding the completions,
taking the shots down the field. We wanted to get our receivers involved today, and we did that."
The Bears posted season highs in points and total yards (424).
"I thought that was one of the better games I've been a part of since being here, honestly," said fifth-year tight
end Cole Kmet. "We ran the ball when we needed to really well. Caleb was really effective in the pass game with
the wind, and I don't think that should be looked over. It was a really tough day in the wind, and he was able to
really get the ball through the air effectively."
The defense contributed three takeaways and four sacks while limiting the Panthers to 292 total yards, 14 first
downs and a 25% success rate on third down (3 of 12).
"Complementary football is a big thing, and that's really working off each other," Eberflus said. "You saw that a lot
today."
In winning their second straight game to improve to 3-2, the Bears picked up where they left off last weekend in a
24-18 victory over the Rams.
"I think it was just building on our confidence going back to last week," Kmet said. "It was just a good step forward
and I think some things carried over … I think an identity has shown up a little bit with our ability to run the ball, and
being able to go up tempo was really hurting them and something that plays to our advantage with our
conditioning. I think that's something that that we can lean into throughout the season."
After the Panthers (1-4) took an early 7-0 lead, the Bears answered as Williams capped a 7-play, 70-yard drive
with a 34-yard touchdown pass to Moore, tying the score 7-7. Williams completed 3 of 3 passes for 48 yards and
Swift rushed for 22 yards on four carries on the possession.
Roschon Johnson's 1-yard TD run gave the Bears a 14-7 lead early in the second quarter. The score capped a 13-
play, 80-yard drive that was highlighted by Williams' 26-yard pass to Moore and Swift's 18-yard run.
The Bears defense generated its first takeaway of the game as Jaquan Brisker blasted tight end Tommy Tremble
after a 9-yard reception, forcing a fumble that Gervon Dexter Sr. recovered at the Panthers' 44.
On the next play, Swift caught a screen pass from Williams and weaved through the defense for 42 yards to the
Carolina 2. Two plays later, Swift's 1-yard TD run increased the Bears' lead to 21-7 with 2:14 remaining in the half.
Williams followed with a beautiful 30-yard TD pass to Moore, who leaped over cornerback Mike Jackson with :24
to play in the half. Cairo Santos missed the extra point attempt, but the Bears led 27-7.
The Panthers were in position to score on the subsequent drive, but Eddy Piñeiro missed a 45-yard field goal
attempt wide left on the final play of the first half.

RAPID RECAP:
BEARS IMPROVE TO 3-2 WITH ROUT OF PANTHERS
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R a p i d  R e c a p :  C H I C A G O  B E A R S  

BEARS IMPROVE TO 3-2 WITH ROUT OF
PANTHERS CONT....

In the first half, Williams completed 11 of 15 passes for 200 yards with two TDs and a 154.9 passer rating. Swift
rushed for 67 yards and one TD on 15 carries and caught one pass for 42 yards. Moore had three receptions for 87
yards and two TDs.
The Bears defense recorded its second takeaway early in the third quarter as Kevin Byard III intercepted a deep
Andy Dalton pass.
Santos' 33-yard field goal increased the Bears' lead to 30-7 midway through the third period. The kick came after
Williams' apparent 1-yard TD scramble was nullified by a clipping penalty on Doug Kramer Jr.
Piñeiro's 27-yard field goal cut the deficit to 30-10 with 2:10 left in the third quarter.
The defense produced its third takeaway of the game as Tremaine Edmunds stripped the ball from Hubbard after
a 2-yard reception and Kyler Gordon recovered at the Panthers' 18. The Bears converted the turnover into
Johnson's 1-yard TD run, increasing their lead to 36-10 with 4:23 to play.
"I was really proud of the guys that recovered those fumbles," Eberflus said. "To get a recovered fumble you have
to be husting the way we do it. It just doesn't show up because we expect everybody to punch at the ball and
when the ball comes out, that person's hustling because he anticipated that ball was going to be there. It doesn't
happen but a couple times a game, so you have to be going, and I'm proud of the guys that way."
The Bears will look for their third straight victory next Sunday when they face the Jaguars at Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium in London.
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A R T I C L E  B Y :  C h i c a g o  F i r e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

Chicago Fire FC today announced that Gregg Berhalter has been named the Club’s Director of Football and Head
Coach. With the appointment, Berhalter becomes the 10th full-time head coach in Club history and will oversee all
aspects of the Fire’s sporting operations, including the First Team, Chicago Fire FC II, and the Chicago Fire
Academy, reporting directly to Owner and Chairman Joe Mansueto.
With 30 years of professional experience as a player, coach, and sporting executive, Berhalter joins the Fire after a
successful tenure with the U.S. Men’s National Team, in which the team won three major trophies and returned to
the FIFA World Cup. Berhalter will formally begin his new role with the Fire following the conclusion of the 2024
MLS regular season. Current Head Coach Frank Klopas will step down from his position following the team’s final
regular season match on Saturday, Oct. 19, and will transition to a new role as Vice President of Football.
“After a thorough and detailed search that included a number of exceptional candidates, it became clear that
Gregg Berhalter was the right choice to lead our sporting operations,” said Chicago Fire FC Owner and Chairman
Joe Mansueto. “His previous success in MLS, where he thrived in a dual role, and his experience leading the U.S.
Men’s National Team over the last six years make him an ideal fit for our vision for the Club moving forward.”
“I’m confident that under his guidance, we will build on the foundation that has been laid over the past five years
and be an organization that Chicago will be proud of and reflects the values of our city. I expect that Gregg will
create a competitive culture and return our Club to its winning ways,” added Mansueto. “I also want to sincerely
thank Frank Klopas for all his hard work this season. His love for this Club and city is unparalleled, and he played a
key role in helping to recruit Gregg to become our new Director of Football and Head Coach.”
“I’m honored to be named Director of Football and Head Coach of the Chicago Fire, and I would like to thank Joe
Mansueto for his trust," said Berhalter. “Chicago is an incredible city, built on communities of hard-working and
passionate people who truly love soccer. I look forward to working alongside our staff and players to transform the
Fire into a world-class organization that all our fans and the city can be proud of and will support.”
In 74 matches with the USMNT, Berhalter compiled a 44-17-13 record, leading the United States to the 2022 FIFA
World Cup and paving the way for future success. Under his guidance the USMNT won the 2021 Gold Cup, two
Concacaf Nations League titles, and advanced to the Round of 16 of the 2022 FIFA World Cup. During the 2022
World Cup, the USMNT recorded multiple shutouts for the first time in the tournament since 1930, all while utilizing
the youngest pool of players in team history.
“I am truly thankful to have had the opportunity to serve as the head coach of this great Club once again,” said
Klopas. “My love for the Fire runs deep, and I want nothing more than to see the organization return to the top of
MLS. I've known Gregg for many years and have great respect for him, both as a person and a professional. I’m
excited to welcome him to the Fire family and look forward to supporting him during this next chapter.”
Prior to his time with the USMNT, Berhalter spent seven years as a head coach in Sweden (Hammarby IF) and Major
League Soccer (Columbus Crew). With his move to Hammarby, Berhalter became the first American-born male to
manage a professional team in Europe. From 2013-2018, while serving as Head Coach and Sporting Director of the
Columbus Crew, Berhalter led the team to the MLS Cup Playoffs in four out of five seasons, including a runner-up
finish in the 2015 MLS Cup Final.
As a player, Berhalter spent 18 professional seasons in the Netherlands, England, Germany, and the United States.
At the international level, the former central defender earned 44 caps and represented the USMNT at two FIFA
World Cups, serving as a notable part of the 2002 team that advanced to the Quarterfinals in Korea/Japan.

CHICAGO FIRE FC APPOINTS GREGG BERHALTER
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Carvana – an industry pioneer for buying and selling used vehicles online – joins the Fire
as their Front Kit Partner, as well as being named the Club’s Official Online Auto Retailer
Partner and Presenting Partner of the Chicago Fire FC Regular Season. Through the
multiyear agreement, Carvana will become an integral part of the Fire’s 2024 campaign,
appearing across the First Team, MLS NEXT Pro (Chicago Fire II), and Chicago Fire
Academy team jerseys, and working with the Club to bring new community engagement,
youth sports and school programming initiatives, and special experiences for local
residents and Chicago Fire Season Ticket Members. For more information, please visit
www.carvana.com and follow at @Carvana.

https://www.carvana.com/
https://twitter.com/Carvana
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